
Clo^P 
Statement made by U) 

Jharkhandis Organisation for  Human Rights (JOHAR) 
at the 

UN W GIP, 16th Session, Geneva Pi 

on the 29 July 1998 

Madam Chair person, Governments, Indigenous brothers and sisters, members of  support ^ 
groups and concerned persons. 

Vo 
Our organisation takes this opportunity to welcome the articulation of  standard setting ^ 
criteria that are being recognised and developed by the UN and its related organisations 
and bodies. It is most unfortunate  that this concern and sensitivity regarding Indigenous 
Languages and Cultures has come so late in time. Never the less, it is heartening and 
encouraging. We owe it to the languages that have already disappeared or under threat to 
adopt the minimum standards that have been declared in this regard in the Draft 
Declaration on the Rights of  Indigenous Peoples. We hope that these standards would be 
instrumental in the development and promotion of  Indigenous Languages. 

We would on this occasion like to bring to the notice of  this august body relevant and 
vital Constitutional arid legal provisions, which if  implemented would have gone a 
considerable distance in the protection and promotion of  Indigenous Languages. 

That the Government of  Bihar, Education Department, by its resolution no. 645 E.R. of 
Ranchi the 13th. August 1953 laid down that: 

" (a) The mediums of  instruction in non language subjects up to the middle stage i.e. upto 
class VII in Traditional schools and upto class VIII in Basic and and Sarvodaya schools, 
should be the mother tongue of  the pupils concerned ..." . Though it was also laid down 
that the no of  students should be more then 40 in a school, or more then 10 in a class. 

"(b) The language to be accepted as mother tongue for  the purposes of  this resolution 
will be Hindi, Bengali, Oriya, Urdu, Maithili, Santhali, Oraon, Ho, Mundari, and for 
Anglo Indian pupils, English." Santhali, Uraon, Ho and Mundari are Adivasi languages. 

Then in 1956, the Constitution of  India, by Article 350 A laid down that every state shall 
endeavour to provide adequate facilities  for  instruction in the mother tongues in the 
primary stage of  instruction. 

That by resolution no VII / M 12 -04 /60 - 5508, of  the Education Department, 
Government of  Bihar, there was a reaffirmation  of  the Resolution no 645 E.R. 

That by letter no. VII / G 14. C 2 / 55 E. 6124 dated 20-12-1956 of  the Education 
Department it is said " The pupil teachers whose mother tongue is other then Hindi 
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should be given the option of  maintaining their records in their mother tongues" and that 
" Every pupii teacher whose mother tongue is Hindi must know one additional second 
language'1. 

That apart from  these there are many other letters /resolutions such as Res. No. 4830, 
Res. No. 2844, letter no. VII / G14. C 2 / 55 E 6124 and letter no. 3242 of  the Education 
Department, Government of  Bihar that support the cause of  education in mother tongues. 

By bringing these numerous clear cut instructions to the notice of  this working group it is 
our hope that the Government of  India / Government of  Bihar will respond more 
favourably  and adequately to the cause of  Indigenous Peoples education, language and 
cultures. 

Thanking you, Madam chair person. 

Ratnaker Bhengra 


